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French Council of Vienne had taken place
under Clement V. In various respects local, its-
recognition as something oecumenical was due
to the Pope's presidency and subsequent appro-
bation. The meeting at Pisa, congregated
in spite of protests from both claimants (one
of whom in the Catholic view must have been
legitimate) and approved only by the tw<^
Popes who derived from it their election*
remains in history the unique thing that it was,,
a revolutionary attempt to heal a situation
without parallel. Gregorovius calls it, " an
act of open rebellion against the Pope.5*
Cardinals on either side became accusers and
judges of the Holy See; other deputies, who
were not even bishops but merely theologians,,
shared in that solemn sentence whereby
Gregory XII. and Benedict XIII. were
simultaneously deposed. Gerson, a devout-
minded French canonist, who may be con-
sidered the first Gallican strictly so-called*
put forward his doctrine, on which Pisa
founded itself, that the Church could exist
without a Pope, and that the Pope was
subject to a General Council. " This was-
^the first real step," concludes Gregorovius^
" towards the deliverance of the world from
the Papal hierarchy; it was already the
Reformation."